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ABERFELDY, DULL & WEEM COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 
Welcome to the Community Futures Event!  

 
Over the last few months, we have been carrying out community consultation to find out 
what people think of Aberfeldy, Dull & Weem and what should be done to make it a better 
place to live, work in and visit.     This display reports on the findings so far...... 
 

COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY – find out the results today! 
Survey forms were distributed by our wonderful volunteers to approximately 1,200 
households and the survey was also available online.    

557 surveys were completed demonstrating the extremely high level of interest from 
local residents.    

 
STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS – see what they all said! 
We have also been out meeting with and listening to a wide range of views from  

25 community groups and organisations. 

26 local businesses also took part in a Business Survey. 

 

COMMUNITY PROFILE – lots of interesting facts and figures about our community! 
 

WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES – make your choice? 
Today is a chance for the community to VOTE for your own priority projects and actions – 
and to tell us what needs to be done to make this community an even better place to live 
in, work in and visit over the next 5 years. 
 

THE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 
The results of this Event, as well as the other consultation, will help us to prepare a 5-year 
Community Action Plan. The Action Plan will belong to all the groups and organisations in  
Aberfeldy, Dull & Weem, and will be used to help support the development and funding of 
priority projects and to make representation on behalf of our community. 
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WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE DAY!  
Thanks to our funders and supporters, and to all the volunteers who 

helped with the Survey and organising this Event    
 

 

 SEE THE SURVEY 

AND STAKEHOLDER 

RESULTS  

HAVE A CUPPA, 

CAKE, AND A 

CHAT 

ENJOY THE 

DISPLAYS AND 

ENTERTAINMENT  

VOTE FOR 

YOUR TOP 

PRIORITIES! 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO BE INVOLVED AND HELP TO 
MAKE IT HAPPEN! 
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COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY:  RESPONSES 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

339 online surveys 

218 paper surveys 

TOTAL = 557 surveys – thank you!  

 

0-15
4%

16-29
5%

30 - 44
13%

45 - 59 
28%

60 - 74
32%

75+
17%

% of Responses by Age

Age range 0 - 15 16 - 29 30 - 44 45 - 59 60 - 74 75+ Did not say

% of Responses by Area 

Area %age 

Aberfeldy CC area 69.5% 

Dull & Weem CC area 18.7% 

Elsewhere/did not say 10.8% 

 

Elsewhere responses came from: 

Mid-Atholl, Glen Lyon, Loch Tay, 

Kenmore, Dunkeld, Pitlochry, and 

a few visitors from farther afield.  

A huge thank you to our team of 
amazing volunteers who delivered and 
went back to collect survey forms from 

1,200 households! 
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COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY: LIKES 

What we like – and some comments from the survey % of 
Responses 

Community spirit 
 

“It is a very friendly town, the community is good, everyone helps everyone” 

“The sense of belonging and feeling of safety within a turbulent world” 

“The passionate people – there are lots of people who make things happen here” 

72% 

Countryside, views and nature 

 

“Stunning natural beauty inspires us and uplifts us every day” 

“I like how little light pollution there is and the fresh air” 

“Another lovely view around every corner – mountains, rivers, lochs to feed the soul 
and exercise the body” 

58% 

Community groups, facilities and activities 

 

“The willingness of those who get involved in the community and create things like 
the Cinema, the Town Hall and the new walking trail – thank you” 
“Fantastic community networks with thriving groups serving the community” 

“Various groups that work hard to keep Aberfeldy beautiful, tidy and healthy” 

39% 

Outdoor activities and clubs 
“Excellent walks in the vicinity both sides of the river” 
“Outdoors opportunities (walking, cycling, kayaking, canoeing) and the community 
that comes with that – for all ages” 
“The new Feldy-Roo path is great especially for prams and has been such a great 
improvement and we use it regularly” 

36% 

 
 

Sense of place – small, safe, quiet and clean 

“Small, working rural town, unlike Pitlochry, not wholly dominated by tourism” 
“We love living here because of the “village” feel” 
“Clean, safe, peaceful and safe for children” 
 

34% 

Access to services 

 
 

“We appear to have better access to GPs than many other places” 

“Amazing amenities for a relatively small rural town – good Co-op, fuel station, 
bakery, doctors, garage, pharmacy, pool, gym” 
“I like that we have a secondary school and modern sports facilities” 

30% 

Local economy – shops, cafes, etc. 

 
 

“Small community – good shops, cafes etc and the Thrift Shop!” 

“Quality locally owned businesses are good” 

29% 

Location  

“The rural location, surrounded by hills but also centrally placed for access to cities” 

“Driveable to central belt cities is an attraction”. 

8% 
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COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY: DISLIKES 
 

What we don’t like - and some of the comments % of 
Responses 

Transport and travel  

 
 

“Erosion of public transport forcing people to use cars more often” 
“Lack of bus services – big issue for commuters and students from and to Perth” 
“It would be useful if the bus services to Pitlochry tied in better with the trains” 
“Not so great infrastructure for safe bike travel” 

34% 

Roads, traffic and parking 
“The driving is shocking, speeding, parking anywhere, lorries coming through the 
town and driving on the pavements.” 
“The state of the roads, they are positively dangerous” 
“The speed of traffic through Weem; this area desperately needs traffic calming 
measures” 

30% 

Housing and developments  

 

“Abundance of Airbnb/holiday/second homes – are destroying the area” 
“Lack of affordable housing is a major problem, not just for local youngsters hoping 
to stay, it is also a significant drag on the local economy.” 
“The rules and regulations and delays in trying to improve your own house” 

30% 

Local economy/town centre 

 
 

“The Square looks too bare, most of the time it just looks empty.” 
“Identical ‘football’ pubs and nowhere else to meet/eat/drink” 
“Food and fuel prices are expensive compared to other towns” 
“Too many shops closed down, so the high street is starting to look abandoned” 

27% 

Lack of and loss of services 

“I worry that important community services are reducing (we’ve already lost the 
hospital, banks etc) we need to retain the Post Office, Library” 
“The fact we have no doctors on call after 6pm and all weekend” 

19% 

Anti-social behaviour 

 
 

“Walking around Aberfeldy with a pram you are constantly dodging dog poo!” 
“There is a litter problem in Aberfeldy.  I regularly clear it up but find it builds up as 
quickly as I pick it!” 
“The amount of drug misuse and people selling drugs in the community” 

18% 

Community activities and communication 

 

“Poor communication for anyone not on Facebook regarding what is going on” 
“Very little for kids to do in the evenings, and transport so bad doesn’t help” 

13% 

Environmental concerns 

“Lack of access to river up valley, Glen Lyon – should be a path to enjoy river” 
“I worry about how our natural heritage will be preserved” 
“Beavers messing up the paths and felling trees across them” 

10% 

Nothing 

“What’s not to like?  I enjoy it all – it’s a great place to live” 

7% 

 



A
B

E
R

FE
LD

Y
, D

U
LL an

d
 W

E
E

M
 

COMMUNITY VIEWS SURVEY: IMPROVEMENTS 

 

What would make things better...  % of 
Responses 

Improve parking, roads and traffic 

 

“More car parking in town or edge of town – e.g. triangle at bottom of Mill Brae” 

“Traffic speed controls rigorously enforced in all parts of the town, especially the 
A827 and the Crieff Road” 
“Better marked disabled parking in town” 

33% 

Local economy 

 
 

“A ‘local rate’ scheme for shops and businesses to offer reduced rates for locals 
compared to tourists” 
“Jobs for young generation so they don’t move away, or we’ll become an ageing 
town” 
“Encouragement for business to grow in Aberfeldy and prioritise local skill base” 

32% 

Housing and development 

 

“Make sure that any developments can fully justify the harm they will cause to 
nature – the development at Taymouth Castle should never have been permitted” 
“Homes for 200 locals/young folk and returners would make a huge difference” 

31% 

Local services 
“A decent public toilet - the one by the park is not a good advert for Aberfeldy” 
“Easier access to hospitals, travelling to Ninewells is too far” 
“Police presence to sort out the drugs and anti-social behaviour issues” 
“A banking hub or pop up banking ‘help’ from several banks” 

25% 

Environment and access improvements 

“More easy off road cycling for accessing shopping and services in Aberfeldy” 
“Everyone picks up litter and weeds outside their home and place of work.  In 24 
hours, the town would look better” 
“A community owned renewable energy scheme” 

25% 

Public transport 
“More frequent direct bus services to Pitlochry to connect to trains – it’s daft 
having to change at Ballinluig” 
“Provide transport to and from college so people can gain qualifications without a 
daily expedition” 

23% 

Community facilities, activities and information 
“An activity hub for teenagers (not linked to religion/church) especially through 
autumn/winter” 
“An Aberfeldy website that brings together all the local things that are going on” 
“More access to the facilities in Breadalbane Academy for the community” 

18% 

Town centre/built environment 
“Put out a call for businesses to keep their frontage clean and tidy” 
“Better signage for Birks, walks, cinema, park, toilets, Watermill etc” 
“More benches, places to sit, and a green space somewhere in town” 

 

16% 
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STAKEHOLDER VIEWS: 

   
 

❖ Aberfeldy Development Trust 

❖ Aberfeldy Museum Group 

❖ Aberfeldy Sports Group 

❖ Birks Cinema  

❖ Breadalbane Heritage Society 

❖ Breathe Youth Project 

❖ Camserney Hall 

❖ Christians Against Poverty 

❖ Church of Scotland (Parish Church) 

❖ Climate Café 

❖ Community Warden 

❖ Dementia Friendly Aberfeldy 

❖ Dull & Weem CC 

❖ First Responders 

❖ Healthiest Town 

❖ Highland Perthshire Plus 

❖ Locus Centre 

❖ Parent Council 

❖ Repair Café 

❖ Tay Valley Connections 

❖ Upper Tay Paths Group 

❖ Tourism Association 

❖ Upper Tay Anti-Poverty 

❖ Warm Connections 

❖ Welcome Cafe  

 

 

We met with 25 different groups and stakeholders 
26 local businesses responded to the Business Survey 

We listened to over 80 community voices… 
 

Businesses who responded 

in the survey included: 

Aberfeldy Steamie 

Artisanand 

Balnearn Guest House 

Blackwatch Inn 

Breagha Glass 

Charlotte Flower Chocolates 

Dip into Nature 

Draft and Flow 

Fimm Farming Co 

Fountain Bar 

Glen Lyon Coffee Roasters 

Moness Resorts 

Oakholm Books 

Schiehallion Hotel 

    and many others ….. 

 

THANK YOU! 
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STAKEHOLDER VIEWS: 

                                                   

Community – people & organisations 

● Warm, friendly community 

● Kind & generous people 

● Experts in the area on a variety of topics 

● Lively community with people in all age 

ranges, including young families 

● Lots of activities for all ages and stages 

● Community organisations and facilities in 

community ownership 

● Caring community with a good support 

network - if you know how to navigate it 

 

Local Economy 

● Supportive community – use local 

business 

● Town still attracts visitors but not totally 

reliant on tourism 

 

Environment & Culture 

● Great green spaces, beautiful 

landscape 

● Great paths network - many being 

maintained by volunteers 

● Opportunities for outdoor activities  

● Good food locally grown 

● Rich in historical and archaeological sites  

 

Services & Facilities 

● Great facilities, including the library, 

pool, gym, schools 

● High speed internet 

● Very good NHS surgery 

● Griffin & Calliacher Windfarm fund 

● Only 2 hours to Central belt cities 

● Great information provided online on FB 

Aberfeldy Community Notice Board 

 

Sports & Recreation 

● New Sports Group working together 

● Well supported sports clubs 

 

Housing & Community  

● Lack of both social and affordable 

housing  

● Increase in insecure tenancies 

● Affluence of town masks the poverty 

some of its residents are living with 

● Lack of activities for young people 

● Lack of joined up working and 

communication about community 

activities/groups etc 

 

Local Economy 

● Some businesses struggling with 

revenue as well as lack of staff 

● Difficult recruiting staff due to housing 

& transport issues 

● Lack of cheaper supermarket & fuel 

● Too easy to shop online as we are a 

rural area 

● Poor parking in town puts people off 

 

Environment & Culture 

● Under-utilised abandoned buildings  

● Under-utilised green spaces in town 

● No place to display historical papers 

and artefacts, stored right now in 

Town Hall 

● No parking for tourists at historical sites 

 

Services & Facilities 

● Very poor transport services  

● Lack of services that means travel in 

individual cars to Perth or Dundee 

● Poor 24 hour toilets 

● Limited amount of childcare 

● No wraparound care for school-aged 

children 

● Poor communication of support 

services  

● Poor roads for cyclists 

● Disabled parking spots are often used 

by commercial vans 

 

 

SOME OF OUR 

STRENGTHS … 
AND WEAKNESSES … 
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OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE…. 
We asked in the Survey and Stakeholder interviews what 

are your hopes and dreams for the community in 10 
years’ time.  Here is our summary Vision Statement…. 

A community for everyone – with homes for all ages and incomes, 

businesses and jobs that sustain us, services and  

support that makes life better 

 

A thriving, busy place that welcomes visitors and provides a 

quality experience, but is not wholly dependent on tourism or 

over-run by it 

 

A sustainable and caring community, in control of its own future; 

making decisions and taking actions that benefit both people and 

nature 

 

Retaining the character that makes this place so special – building 

on our strong community spirit and important heritage  

 

 

“A happy community that 

always integrates everybody 

in all things” 

“A thriving, friendly 

community with enough 

housing of all types for those 

working and living here” 

 

“A vibrant and litter free 

community with a 

thriving high street 

serving local needs as 

well as for visitors” 

 

“A strong community that is led from 

within the community building ethical 

and sustainable lives for ourselves” 

“A community that protects and 

nurtures the landscape and nature we 

are blessed with” 

“That the town will continue to 

thrive, but not grow too big or it 

will lose its charm and all that is 

unique” 

“May Aberfeldy continue to be a 

place where everyone is 

welcome, and full of smiles” 
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IDEAS FOR PROJECTS AND ACTIONS 
Stakeholders & Survey ideas for projects to IMPROVE THE COMMUNITY: 
 

THEME 1:        PARKING, ROADS AND TRAFFIC 

• Parking improvements  

• Road safety/traffic calming 

• Road repairs 

• Improve cycle routes 

• Pavements and bridges 

 
 

THEME 2:           HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT  

• More affordable homes to buy and rent 

• Control of second homes/holiday lets 

• Develop use of empty buildings 

• Control/liaison with DLC -Taymouth Castle development 

• Housing suitable for an ageing population 
 
 
 

THEME 3:          TRANSPORT AND ACCESS TO SERVICES 

• Improvements to bus service 

• A banking hub 

• Health and care services e.g. out of hours, hospital, carers 

• Improve public toilets 

• Police presence/CCTV/Warden 

• Childcare/nursery provision 

 
THEME 4:          ENVIRONMENT, ACCESS AND SUSTAINABILITY  

• A Greener town – renewable energy/energy efficient/plastic free 

• Maintain & improve paths and access 

• Environment enhancements - weeding/verges/flowers/trees 

• Flood measures – resilience planning 

• Deal with litter and dog fouling 
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IDEAS FOR PROJECTS AND ACTIONS 
Stakeholders & Survey ideas for projects to IMPROVE THE COMMUNITY: 

 
 

THEME 5:         LOCAL ECONOMY AND THE TOWN CENTRE 

• Clean up streets and pavements in town centre 

• Improve the look and use of the Square 

• Improve shop fronts/empty shops 

• Business support – for start-ups/premises/local produce  

• Encourage and promote tourism  

• More training and choice of jobs 

 
 

THEME 6:          COMMUNITY, RECREATION AND CULTURE 

• Community information – co-ordinated and accessible 

• Community events and festivals 

• More activities for children and young people 

• Support existing facilities – Birks Cinema, Town Hall etc 

• Local Heritage – promote, space for display & storage 

 
 

NOW VISIT THE THEME TABLES AND VOTE FOR  
YOUR TOP PRIORITIES 

 
You can download full copies of the Survey and 
Stakeholder Reports using the QR codes below… 
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PROFILE INFORMATION 

Population 
 

 2022 Census 2011 Census 
Age Aberfeldy %age Perth & 

Kinross 

%age Aberfeldy %age Perth & 

Kinross 

%age 

All 

people 

1894 100% 150952 100% 1986 100% 146652 100% 

0-15 292 15.4% 23901 15.8% 356 17.9% 25175 17.2% 

16-29 240 12.7% 20207 13.4% 278 14% 22412 15.3% 

30-44 281 14.8% 25708 17.0% 338 17% 26644 18.2% 

45-59 407 21.5% 32700 21.7% 407 20.5% 32237 22% 

60-74 400 21.1% 30867 20.4% 339 17.1% 26253 17.9% 

75+ 274 14.5% 17569 11.6% 268 13.5% 13931 9.5% 

Source: https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

Housing Tenure and Type 

Housing Tenure 
All 

households 
  

Owner 
occupied  

Social 
rented 

Private rented 
or living rent 

free 

ABERFELDY   2011 911 547 227 137 
%age  60.0% 25.0% 15% 

ABERFELDY   2022 922 589 213 120 
%age  63.8% 23.2% 13% 

Perth & Kinross  2022  67.8% 16.4% 15.8% 
Scotland  2022  63.2% 22.5% 14.3% 

Source: https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ 
 

Type of 
accomodation 

All occupied 
households 

Whole 
house or 
bungalow 

Flat,  or 
apartment 

Aberfeldy 2011 911 668 243 

Aberfeldy 2022 922 703 219 
Source: https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ 

 
A slight increase in home ownership in the 10 years between the census, and a decrease in rented 
accommodation.   
 
Aberfeldy has a higher percentage of social rented housing than Perth & Kinross, and a lower 
percentage of private rented. 

Increase in people living in a whole house, and decrease in people living in a flat or apartment. 

In the 10 years between the census, Aberfeldy’s total resident population dropped by 

4.6%, whereas the population of Perth & Kinross has increased by 2.9%. 

The percentage of younger age people (0 – 44) has decreased from 48.9% of the total 

population to 42.9%.  The percentage of older people has increased correspondingly. 

 

https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/
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PROFILE INFORMATION 

Economic activity 2022 Aberfeldy 

Perth & 
Kinross Scotland 

All people aged 16 and over 1593 

   

Economically active (excl. full time students) 918 57.5% 57.9% 56.8% 

Economically active: Employee: Part-time 190 11.9% 11.6% 11.5% 

Economically active: Employee: Full-time 505 31.7% 34.6% 36.1% 

Economically active: Self-employed with 
employees 

38 2.4% 2.3% 1.6% 

Economically active: Self-employed without 
employees 

170 10.7% 7.4% 5.8% 

Economically active: Unemployed 15 0.9% 1.5% 1.9% 

Economically active: Full-time student 33 2.1% 2.5% 4.0% 

Economically inactive 648 40.7% 40.1% 39.1% 

Economically inactive: Retired 496 31.1% 28.3% 23.3% 

Economically inactive: Student 48 3.0% 3.1% 4.9% 

Economically inactive: Looking after home or 
family 

32 2.0% 2.8% 3.4% 

Economically inactive: Long-term sick or 
disabled 

51 3.2% 3.8% 5.2% 

Economically inactive: Other 21 1.3% 2.1% 2.3% 

Source: https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 

Method of travel to work  Aberfeldy 
Perth & 
Kinross 

Work mainly at or from home 29.2% 32.2% 

Driving a car or van 42.1% 48.3% 

Passenger in a car or van 3.9% 3.6% 

Taxi or private hire 0.0% 0.2% 

Motorcycle, scooter or moped 0.0% 0.1% 

On foot 20.9% 9.3% 

Bicycle 0.8% 1.1% 

Bus, minibus or coach 1.3% 3.3% 

Train 0.7% 0.7% 

Underground, subway or tram 0.0% 0.0% 

Other 1.1% 1.2% 

Source: https://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ 

Aberfeldy has  higher percentage of self-employed people than Perth & Kinross, and Scotland. 

Aberfeldy has a slightly higher percentage of retired people than Perth & Kinross as a whole. 

A higher 

percentage of 

people travel to 

work on foot, 

than in Perth & 

Kinross as a 

whole.  

Slightly less 

people work from 

home, but still 

almost one third.  

Less than 1% cycle 

to work. 



 


